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Don't call it garbage
Terracycle turns old packaging into some of the coolest goods on the shelf
By Kara Ohngren and Jennifer Wang | Entrepreneur Magazine - June 2010
You can learn a lot from worm poop
. Just ask Tom Szaky, founder and CEO of Terracycle, who once manufactured fertilizer made from the stuff. "It got me thinking about waste streams, because we had to collect uncrushed soda bottles from thousands of schools to hold the worm poop."
When major consumer packaging companies began asking Szaky to pick up their trash, too, he realized that he had a different opportunity on his hands.
The result is Terracycle, which collects all sorts of unrecyclables - Lunchables packaging, old pens, dead cell phones, potato chip bags--and turns them into items such as school supplies and gardening tools, which are then sold at retailers including Target and The Home Depot.

Really, Terracycle is proof that there's never been a better time to be a green business, with customers becoming increasingly eco-conscious and venture capitalists pinning their hopes--and a lot of money, $5.6 billion in 2009 - on the cleantech industry.

Terracycle is expected to pull $20 million in retail sales in 2010, and it has doubled the number of employees (currently around 100) every year since its inception in 2001. Better still, these efforts will divert 3 billion pieces of garbage from landfills.

"We're relevant because we create a tangible solution," Szaky says. Although most of the "upcycling" happens in the lab, where engineers and scientists manipulate the trash into textiles and plastics, he wants to involve as many people as possible.

"Sign up on the website to be a collector," he says. "You don't have to pay or buy anything. Just collect."

Terracycle has more than 9 million citizen collectors, who've sent in more than 1 billion pieces of trash. And, yes, they were paid: 2 cents for each chip bag or drink pouch, plus shipping.

Who says you can't turn garbage into gold?
TerraCycle's Next Venture: Turning Trash Into Trash Cans 

BY Ariel Schwartz | fastcompany.com - Tue Feb 16, 2010
TerraCycle has grown significantly since its inception in 2001. The upcycling company went from selling plant food made from worm waste products to repurposing packaging from brands like Frito-Lay and Wrigley's into everything from cell phone holders to messenger bags. Now the company is getting into more utilitarian products - starting with trash cans made from trash.
As part of a partnership between TerraCycle, Sharpie, Paper Mate, and EXPO, the newly-formed Writing Instruments Brigade will upcycle used markers and pens and turn them into a number of different products. "With the writing instruments, we'll be breaking them down into felts, ballpoint, and plastic. They'll be shredded and cleaned," explained TerraCycle's George Chevalier. Then the pens (and other items collected by TerraCycle brigades) will be upcycled into trash cans, clipboards, plastic pavers, and even fences.
First up: 35 gallon trash cans. TerraCycle has almost sold the product to a national chain, and expects it to be on store shelves by the summer. "In the past, we've been selling branded merchandise. Now we're going to be making stuff that blends into your life - stuff for the office, stuff for the home," Chevalier said. In other words, we may all soon be using TerraCycle products without even knowing it.
See also: www.terracycle.net (attention! .net)
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